
Planning application NP/HPK/0320/0234 at Heath Farm, Smalldale SK17 8EB 
Proposed change of use of a building from agricultural to mixed use for agriculture and 
timber processing  

Statement of the Applicant, Heath Farming Limited

The Applicant business is a mixed rural enterprise: sheep rearing (133 ewes / 250 lambs) 
and processing locally-sourced timber, often from PDNPA woodlands, creating kiln-dried 
firewood to Government standards, which outlaw wet wood sales for domestic burning 
from February 2021. 

There are no consultee objections; the local MP, NFU, Peak Forest Parish Council and 
PDNPA’s forestry officer are expressly supportive. There were also 56 letters of support 
submitted.  

Heath farmhouse is owned / occupied by a family member of the Applicant. They are used 
to farm activity and have no concerns. The nearest neighbour, Heath View Cottage, does 
not object. 

Misleadingly, planning officers present the timber processing as major industry. Within 
500m of the Applicant’s buildings the 500ha Dove Holes limestone quarry is totally 
dominant. Contrastingly, Heath Farm is located in the lee of a hill affording limited views 
into the farmstead from a minor single-track road, 100m distant.   

Sheep farming occupies the majority of the farm, takes the most time and is 
complementary to timber processing, done mainly in the summer. Parts of the same 
building are used for wintering the sheep and spring lambing. 

Livestock headcount is increasing, funded by firewood sales, without which the farming 
business is not viable. Profit generated by the logs is ploughed-back in to purchase 
livestock and invest in the farm, which suffered decades of neglect under previous 
ownership. Attached photographs show parts of the farm relevant to the application. 

The Applicant is a tenant, necessary because the farm is held in a pension fund (SIPP) by 
one of two Heath Farming directors. That common interest as landowner / director ensures 
profits are reinvested, as required by planning policy, keeping the farm in good order. 

Officers are concerned about timber stockpiles visible on the farm track; this timber was 
committed for delivery before fire destroyed drying kilns in November 2018 and will not 
remain. When operating normally much less timber would be held; currently there is 
6 weeks of material. 

The Applicant proposes extensive planting, reinforcing their commitment to improving 
biodiversity, which would provide additional screening as it matures, as identified in the 
attached landscape images. 

If this application succeeds it will enable refurbishment of a dilapidated site; it will allow a 
fledgling farming operation – supported by a sustainable log business – to flourish. It will 
provide local employment and support a young, local family whose livelihood currently 
hangs in the balance.  

We implore the Committee to approve this application.


